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For Immediate Release

PROVINCIAL FUNDING RENEWS CRIME STOPPERS’
“GUNS AND GANGS” TIPS CAMPAIGN

Anonymous information a key tool in fighting gang violence
and keeping public safe from further retaliatory shootings

VANCOUVER, B.C. (May 17, 2021): The Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General is providing
Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers with $200,000 to revive its previously successful “Guns and Gangs”
advertising campaign for a one-year period.

The new campaign will be designed to re-engage the public and urge everyone to save lives and keep
the community safe by anonymously providing information that can help police make arrests in
connection with gang and illegal weapons crimes.

The appeal is aimed especially at those in a position to anonymously provide information from
personal connections they may have with gang members. They may want to do the right thing but
don’t want to be identified as informants.

“We want to strongly emphasize that any information you give to Crime Stoppers is totally anonymous.
If you ‘See Something, Say Something’. We only want your information so we can pass it to police, we
do not want to know who you are,” says Linda Annis, Executive Director of Metro Vancouver Crime
Stoppers. “With the current rise in gang crime, police need your information more than ever to keep us
all safe. We're pleased provincial funding has become available to increase awareness about providing
anonymous tips at a time when we’re seeing gang violence on the rise.”

Details of the new campaign will be announced in due course. During the period covering Crime
Stoppers’ previous “Guns and Gangs” advertising campaign, based on its #World Without Crime ads,
145 people were arrested for gang and/or illegal weapons offences, and 219 guns were seized based
on anonymous tips provided.

Since the previous campaign began, anonymous gang and gun crime tips to Crime Stoppers have
grown to account for 13 per cent of all tips received, up from six percent at the start.

“Police from all jurisdictions across the Lower Mainland are focused on ending this cycle of gang
violence,” said Mike Farnworth, Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General. “We need members of
the public who have information to come forward and help police bring those responsible for the
violence to justice. That is why we are proud to partner with the Federal Government through the Gun
and Gang Violence Action Fund to provide support for this new Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers
campaign.”



Crime Stoppers is not the police. All tips from the public are kept anonymous and forwarded directly to
the authorities for investigation.

“Police across the region last week committed to using all the resources they can to address the
renewed gang crime we’ve all seen in the news. We hope renewing our awareness campaign will once
help convince anyone with information to contact us anonymously through our “P3” Crime Stoppers
reporting app, online or by phone,” Annis added.

About Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers

Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers is a non-profit society and registered charity that offers rewards for
anonymous tip information about criminal activity and provides it to investigators in the communities
of Metro Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

Anonymous tips may be provided though Crime Stoppers’ downloadable “P3” app for Apple and
Android phones, calling Crime Stoppers at 1-855-448-8477 (new number) or 1-800-222- 8477, online
at solvecrime.ca, or by following the link on the Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers Facebook page. Find
MVCS on Twitter: @solvecrime.

Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers accepts tips in 115 different languages and will pay a reward of up to
$5,000 for information leading to the arrest of a criminal, recovery of stolen property, seizure of illegal
drugs or guns or denial of a fraudulent insurance claim. Tipsters stay anonymous by using code
numbers to check back later and collect their rewards.
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